During studies on the production of polyols by yeasts from a substrate which contained sucrose, the control of polyol production at different fermentation stages became complicated. The method of Lambert and Neish (1) , which we applied for the estimation of glycerol and other polyols estimated as glycerol, provides correction for glucose interference but not for fructose 4 .500 4.000 3.500- produced through hydrolysis of sucrose by the yeasts.
Our objective was to establish a factor which would permit a correction for the presence of fructose in the procedure of Lambert and Neish in the estimation of glycerol, and consequently other polyols when estimated as glycerol, providing that besides glucose and fructose no other substances which interfere in this method were present in appreciable amounts.
The concentrations of glycerol and fructose (Fig. 1) , obtained by the procedure suggested by Lambert and Neish (1), shows that the ratio between glycerol and fructose concentrations at any optical density is a constant value. This ratio expresses the proportion of the concentration of fructose in which glycerol must be used to give the same optical density and, inversely, the factor by which fructose concentration must be multiplied to be expressed as glycerol. Therefore, by determining the concentration of fructose in a mixture of fructose and glycerol, it is possible to estimate the real amount of glycerol by deducting from the result of glycerol estimation in this mixture (apparent glycerol) the amount of fructose expressed as glycerol.
By calculating the ratio between the tangents of the angles formed by glycerol and fructose standard curves and the axis of the abscissa (Fig.  1) , the value of 0.187 was determined to be the factor for fructose correction in glycerol estimation.
Applying this correcting factor to mixtures containing glycerol and fructose in proportions ranging from 1:0.99 to 1:12.42, in which glycerol and fructose concentrations were chosen to give less than 800 ,ug of apparent glycerol (upper limit of the method), the results showed that recovery of glycerol is never lower than 95% and never higher than 105% (Table 1) . With concentrations of glycerol of less than 200 jig (lower limit of the method), erratic results were obtained, despite the addition of fructose to bring the concentration of apparent glycerol within the limits of the method.
The operational nature of the errors (always below 5%), both in glycerol estimation in the presence of up to eight parts of glucose (1) and in glycerol estimation in the presence of up to 12.42 parts of fructose (Table 1) , permits the estimation of glycerol in the presence of up to eight parts of a mixture of glucose plus fructose in the same range of precision, providing that the concentration of real glycerol is not lower than 200 Mg and the concentration of apparent glycerol is not higher than 800 Mug. However, factors for fructose and glucose corrections should be checked for each spectrophotometer used.
Other polyols, when present alone, can be estimated as glycerol by applying corrections for fructose and glucose interferences, once the ratio between the concentrations of the polyol to be estimated and glycerol, which permits the formation of the same amount of formaldehyde (expressed as optical density), has been established under the conditions of the method.
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